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Mission Statement

The Montana Arts council is the agenry of state tovernment established to develop the crea6ve

potential of all Montanans, advance education, spur economic vibrancy and revitalize communities

through involvement in the arts.
Vision Statement

Montana will be known far and wide as "The tand of Creativity," where the arts are essential to the

creativity, imagination and entrepreneurship that make 8ig sky country the very best place on earth

to live, learn, work and PlaY.

Administratively attached to the Board of Education

Staff of 7 FTE

Maior Grant Proqrams

A,rts Education: Artists in the schools and communities/Arts Education Partnerships

Arts Organization Public Value Partnership Operating Support

CulturaiTrust grants - H89 (administered by the arts council on behalf of the legislature)

Strategic lnvestment Grants

Maior Service Programs

'stateofthearts"bi-monthlynewspaperandbi-weeklyeNewsbulletins
Montana Artrepreneur Program - Artist marketing and business skill development

Montana circle of American Masters in Traditional and Folk Arts (honorary awardl

Governo/s Arts Award (honorary award)
Percent-for-Art Program - Art in state buildings

Leadership training for arts organization leaders
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Arts mean business.
Arts businesses contribute to the local economy through salaries, taxes (payroll, sales and property),
contracted services and facility maintenance. ln addition, the arts create vibrant communities that
attract new businesses and individuals to the area.

. MT arts organizations and individual artists have an economic impact of $1/4 billion annually
o Economic impact of MT's nonprofit arts organization produce $4 million in MT taxes yearly
r Businesses cite the arts as very important to employee recruitment and retention

Arts mean tourism.
A thrivint arts scene draws cultural tourists who stay longer and spend more money at hotels and
restaurants than other tourists (2O1O US Travel lndustry report):

o Compared to all U.S. travelers, cultural tourists are more likely to:
o Spend more (5994 vs. S6fll
o Stay longer (1.71 nithts vs. 1.57 nights)
o Travel more frequently in prior 12 months (5,O1 trips vs.3.9gtripsl

Arts mean educa6onal achievement.
Arts education engages students and helps them work collaboratively, think flexibly and solve problems.

Exposure to and education in the arts develops 21't-century Skills (creativity, collaboration,
communication and critical thinking) necessary to succeed in today's economy
There is a distinct relationships between the arts and academic and social outcomes, including:o Visual arts instruction and reading readiness

o Dramatic enactment and conflict resolution skills
o Learning piano and mathematics proficiency

Business leaders continue to cite innovation and creativity among the top workplace skills
needed. The arts help build these skills.
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Arts in Education
By Sara Shclan

In todayt globally competitive job market, a comprehcnsive, well-ba.lanced education is

essential to ensuring that studens are wel prepared to enter coLlege and the workforce.

Decades of research connecs arts education to higher levels ofstudent cngagem€nt, aften-

dancc, sclf-con6&ncc, pcrcistcncc, civic cngagcmcnt, crcativiry problcm dving and critical

thinking. Morcovcr, thc bene{ts of ara educarion are morc dramatic in schools whcrc family

income and achievement levcls are particularly low. Marry education professionals and poli-

cymakers consider instruction in the arts to be a critica.l component ofa complete education.

Challenges in providing a qualiry arr.s education indude firnding competing priorities, time

in thc rchool &y and finding qualiGcd instructors.

State Action
Srates, through a mix of laws and regulations, are creadng conditions drat suppon quality

arts cducation- Aldrough funding varics widcly, statcs arc finding ways to incorPoratc arr into

thc cuniculum in a variery ofways. A rccenc rcport from rhe Arr'; I-..iuc.rriol l'.rrtr,crship of-

fcrs a snapshor ofstec policcs in arrs cducation. Ia findings inclu&:

o Thc Artr ar e C-ora Acedcmic Subfca- l'', ttrt" -,.r ctnr,,I,,. dcf nc rhc rrts as t"ari or
'academic' subject, consistent wirh federal policy, which puts the arts on equa.l footing
with other core subjecs considered essential to a well-rounded education.

. Statc Stardrrdt 6r Artr Edgcetion F(,rtr-rir!. 't.rtc' .tntl rhc Di.'rriur: r,l C,rlunr'r.,i;r

dc6nc what clcmcn tary aod *coodary studcna should know and bc ablc to do rcla-

tivc to their instruction in thc arts. [n addirion, +-i strrc, .,rt:d rlr. Di',rricr oi Colrtnrbi.r

have adopted art standards for early childhood education. A movement to revise the

1994 nadonal voluntary art standards for grades preK-12 resulted in new sta-ndards be-

ing released Jurle 4 by Americars for the Ars and the Nationd Coalidon for Corc Arts

Standards.

o Instructionel Requircmcns. The vast majoriry ofsrates that have adopted art sandards

also rcgulatc arts instruction. i:r,rr', li','c sr.rt.'. dc6nc instructional rcquircmcnts for rhc

clcmcntary and middlc school lcvcls and rl rr., rc. do rc for high school. ,\rl:,r n...r- I i. B.
jtj\+ , )i)1)i )rcquircs all public clcmcnary schools to provide wcckly instnrction for 40

minutcs in visual ar and 40 minutcs in music by a liccnscd tcachcr ccrtificd m tcach art
or music.

o High Scf,ool Creduti,oa Rcquircocatr. l:,''.nn !r\c sr'rt.r an,l ti,, lrr:,irr, r.ll (--,lrtrr;-

i,,.: inclu& thc arts in thcir high rhool graduadon requircments.
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o Arrc$mcotattdAccouaability.i,L,.r,,,...r,.i.ii.-,rcquire the ass€ssmcnt ofstudcnt learning in

the arts. l..r,r,r,jr. \.iJ i 1-'rl.i'i, eliminares annual arts and humanities smdcnt tcsting and instcad

requires a tobusr annual program review ofarts and humanities as part ofa new assessmcnt and

accountability model.

o Ti:ecf,cr C.atification or Liocorurc Rcqdrtocoo tf,et Indn& tLc Artr' l:ttr;'r'.'t: ;rri" it:'l

I L ( . . requirc rcgular classroom teachcrs to comPlde courscwork or demonstratc knowlcdgc of the

,rt" to ...civc J.tification or liccnsurc ajrd J.i .,i,rrcs .in{l ih. [ )isti!ct r,i (-,riutr:lrr; sPcciry afts rc-

quiremcns for non-arts reachcrs. 1,,r,! 1l.111,iin.r IJ. B. I I il0 I 1r directs the sate Board of Edu-

cation, in consultation with the Board of Govemors ofthe Universiry ofNoah Carolina' to ensure

that aspiring clementary school teachers are prepared'to inregrate arts across the curriculum'"

Minnesota, New HamPshire and New Jcrsey have takcn a comprchcnsive approach to developing arts

cducadon policics. Thcy dc6nc thc ars as t 6,rc or acdcmicnrbiccr and rcquirc clcmcnary and scc-

o.rdrry 
"ont 

r,t ,t"rrdards; instruction at the elementary, middle and high school levels; co.urse credis

for high school graduation; and assessments ofstudent learning in the arts. In addition, all three states

hare inducted-statewide surveys to assess thc status and condition of arts education in public schools.

In addition, Minnesota voters in 2008 Passcd thc 1.,,!:.tc' ;\0t''nJnrenr to frrnd and promote clean

*"a., ou,aoo, nAtage, parks and trails, -d a,tt 
"nJ 

t'ltt'ral heritage' Over a 25-yan ytiod' 318 oF

I percent ofthc stat.i ,i.s to *ill fund "arts, arts education and arts acces to preserve Minnesotds

hiitory and cultural heritage." Based on current sales rax reyenue, it is estimated that morc than $1-2

billion will be invested in lrs and cultural heritage proiects and programs ovcr the life ofthe tax'

ANcrvHamPshircSuprcmcC,ourtrulingin2006rcquircdthclcgislaturctoadoptadcfinitionof.r.J

"qu,u. 
.,i,,."i;,,,,. fhc bgisleturc includi .,t .dt'otion in drc dcfnirion' rcsulting in thc arts bcing

iricluded with other subilcts like math, English language and science as part ofa core curriculum that

is subiect to state funding.

Federal Action
ri.fJ,,l No ct ild pft Behind (NCLB) A.. of 2001 designarcs ans as a 'core academic subiect,"

--rilg iiit ". "qual 
footing with rcading, writing-. math,.scicncc and othcr disciplincs for Gnancial

,"#."-a ,*fri.A assisraice. This desifrration ilows schools and districts to include arts education

irr',i,.i. r*,.g1., ,o achieve Titte I goalr, Jhi.h tuppon the achievemenr of low-income students'

Most rcccntly, the Presidentb Comminec on drc Arts and Humanitics launchcd 
-lurn rr,,Lrn'l ,r'rr"

" 
prif*p.#. i"itiative designcd to help tnnsform somc-the nation's lowest performing schools

,h'.orgh io-p."h.nsive and iitegrated arts education. Preliminary results of the pilot are promising,

,oith i-hool, d.-onstrating higher levels ofsrudent engagement, focus and collaboradou improved

sclf-esteem; and better behavior and fcwer discipline referrals'

NCSL Contact
Sara Shclron
NCSL-Denver
(303) 85G1647

Additional Resources
Americans frrr rhc ..\rrs

Prcparing Srudcnts fbr rh. Ncxt Anrcrica, Arts Education Parmcrship

(2013,

Re invcsring in A rri Ed uc.r rio n, Prcsidcntt Commincc on the futs and

thc Humanities (201l)

Thc Vtllacc Frir.rndation, Arts Education
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a rts education
montana arts council

Artists in Schools and Communities

FY15 List of Grants Awarded

Arts Learning Partners Grants
Arts Learning Portners ore select Montona arts organizotions thot hove o proven record of providing high-quolity drts leorning experiences
to porticiponts both regionally ond ocross the stote ol Montona. To become on Arts Leorning portner, on ofts orgonizotion must hove
received Artist in schools ond Communities lunding for three yeors in o row with positive feedbock from porticiponts ond sponsors ond
cleor indicotots of success bosed on stated gools for drts leorning.

A VOICE, Pablo Our Community Record at Two Eagle River School with Oavid Spear s 7s0o
Notive American hiqh school students on the Flotheod Reservqtion leorn the ort ol photoqrdphy while exploring their community, culture
and history. over 600 students hove photographed fomily ond community and have shored their work througi community exhibitions
over the 7)-yedr spon ot' the project.

Art Mobile of Montana statewide tour with anist whitney polich slo,ooo
The only program of its kind in Montano, this stdtewide service offers interoctive presentotions ol our curated exhibits, quality hands-on
ort lessons, ond teocher educotion. Art Mobile educotes through ort about the diversity oI the humon experience, culture, proctices,
customs, dnd history. Art Mobile's touring exhibit showcases the work of Montano artists.

CoMotion Dance Western Montana Classroom Dance Residencies s10,000
oonce tedching ortists partner with K-72 clossroom teachers to build clossroom residencies where donce is used to reinforce learning in
other subiect oreos, such os math ond science. students learn donce concepts while studying the loyers ofthe rain forist, or learniig
place volue. Students leorn to creote, perlorm, recognize, describe ond demonstrote whot they ore learning through donce.



Montana Shakespeare in the Parks Statewide tour of Montana Shakespeare in the Schools 2014 SIO,OOO
Now in its 22od yeor, Montonq Shakespeore in the Schools' 2074 arts learning project is a tour of on 

^O-minute 
production oI A

Midsummet Night's Dreom olong with reloted theotricol workshops led by ensemble members in the clossroom lor 49 middle ond high
schools ocross Montono.

Rosten Foundation, Ravalli County MAPS Media tnstitute SIO,OOO
MAPS offers courses in Filmmoking, Design, Music ond Technology to students from four high schools in Rovolli County through d twice
per week ofierschool progrom. During courses, students complete a variety of mini-projects, proctice work, problem solving activities,
fee-bosed ond pro-bono assignments in medio orts, led by instructors who are prolessionals in the Jield.

vsA Montana, Fergus county and surrounding visual art residencies with carol poppenga Slo,ooo
K-8 students in Centrol Montana rurol schools and odults lrom Snowy Mountoin lndustries ond the Centrol Montond Mentdl Hedlth
Center will porticipate in monthly workshops, each dedicoted to exploring on oft medium thot will oltow them to develop skills ond
technique. All octivities will be ddopted for vorious oge groups ond abilities.

waterworks Art Museum, custer county and surrounding waterworks Art outreach program Slo,ooo
The Art Educotion Outreoch program olfers ort education to the schools and community groups in 70 eostern Montono counties with a
focus on the rurol schools to provide instruction thot they do not have avoiloble. wotetworks serves schools osfor os 180 miles owoy
lrom the museum.

Arts Leorning Experiences dnd Artist Residencies

Arlee School District, Arlee Our places, Our Voices, Our Stories with Clay Scott StZSa
High schools students will strengthen their interviewing, listening and storytelling skills os they gother and record orol histories for o
podcost.

Cayuse Prairie School, Kalispell Visual Artist in Residence with Jan Lord S15OO
Students will be introduced to the works of mojor visudl ortists as they study the composition and design techniques of eoch.

Copper Village Arts Center and Museum, Anaconda Summer Theatre Camp with Suzanne Konicek S1OOo
Students in grades 3'd-8th will be introduced to the bosics of musicdl theotre performdnce os they rehearse and perfom o short musicol
theotre production.



Great Falls Symphony Havre Strings program with Melanie pozdol 
51999

A Greot Folls Symphony musicion will trovel to the Hovre atea to provide strings instruction to students of oll ages. students will (tevetop
proficiency on their instruments and toke part in performonce opportunities in the community.

Helena Presents/Myrna Loy Center Exploring dance and Puppetry with Rosey simas and sandglass Theatre s18oo
Notive Americon doncer ond choreogropher Rosey simas ond nationolly-known puppetry irtists yrom sondgloss Theotre will present
workshops to Helend students of o voriety ol oges while in residence dt the Myrna Loy Center.

Hot Sprints Artist Society Summer Circus Arts Camps 2014 with various artists S18OO
A summer circus orts comp with prolessionol artists from the New old Time choutouqua. Closses for children during the ddy ond dnevening workshop for the entire community in the evening culminates in o pdrdde ond pageont on the finol day.

tA Muldown Elementary, Karispefl Dance and Literacy rntegration with Lesrie yancey s 7oo
Kindergorten students will explore creative movement concepts thot also help them octively leorn their olphobet ond vocobulory, os well
as teom work, self-esteem ond colloborotion skills.

Lewistown K-8 PTO Animals in Myth and Legend with Cheryl Bannes 53975
A seties of drt workshops based on animol stories from many cultures. students will explore a variety of art styles while olso exploringliterory orts ond multiculturol leorning opportunities.

Missoula writint collaborative Middle school creative Writing Residency with chris Dombrowski S4ooo
A six-month creotive writing residency thdt will culminate with o published onthology of student work ond o public reoding for oll /hqrade students qt C. S. porter Middle School.

Montana Repertory Theatre
A stotewide tour of Once lJpon o
students.

Theatre in Schools Outreach Tour 56740
Time in Ancient Greece, folrowed up by thedtre workshops in the crossroom lor middre ond high schoor

Northwest Montana united way Good Grief camp with the Drum Brothers s 8oo
Leorning to drum becomes a heoling experience for children oges 6-72 who hove lost loved ones, celebroting their lives through music.

Parents of lrvint children, Bozeman Artist in Residence with chelsea smith s3125
The oftist will engoge elementary students in a series ol culturolly rich visuol afts activities, spdnning d voriety ol different cultures.



Ponderosa Elementary, Billings Winter Counts at Ponderosa with Monte Yellow Bird 51250
Students will leorn obout the Ploins lndidn tribes and how they used pictographs to tell stories. Student will interview porents ond family
members to find out obout their own heritage dnd drow importont events on their own cdnvos hide.

Sunburst Foundation, Libby and Eureka Songwriting Residency with Jonathan Kingham S1000
The singer/sonqwriter will spend o week ot Libby and Eurekd High Schools teoching sonqwriting workshops, culminating in o community
concert with Kingham ond the younq songwriters.

Swan River School District S4, Bigfork Artist Residency with Jan Lord 53000
This project will provide on ortist in residence to teoch weekly visual aft closses to oll K-S students in the school. The focus will be on
building skills in drawing ond pdinting.

The Flagship Program, Missoula The Photovoice Experience with Brian Christiansen 51313
A summer progrom oiming to empower youth in the community to shore their educotional expe ence through the drt ol photogrophy.
The projed ends with a showcose of the students' work.

Warren Miller Performing Arts Center, Big Sky The Sojourn Theatre 52400
The Soiourn Theotre t'rom Portland, OR will stoge performonces of their interactive project "How to End Poverty in 90 Minutes" ond host
dramo-based workshop classes with students in social studies classes at Lone Peok High School on issues surrounding poverty.

YWCA of Missoula YWCA GUTS! Community Adventures with Turning the Wheel 51500
Artists Irom Turning the Wheel will offer weekly donce ond theotre instruction exploring themes of girl empowerment ond self-esteem to
locol middle ond high school girls from eight area schools.

Special Projects

Alberta Bait Theatre, Billings Dinosaurs of the Great lnland sea with Dr. Jack Horner 52411
Following a three-part lecture by world-renowned dinosaur expert Dr. Horner, K-12 teachers will receive support to facilitate an arts
learning project in their classroom where students express their knowledge about dinosaurs using the visual and media arts.

TotalGranted 5108,033


